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competent administrator in the French possessions in the Orient, the gratification 
of the piety of warm personal regard on the part of the editor, Father Chemin 
Dupontes. But because of a somewhat mechanical method the monument stands 
rather as a cenotaph, a far less satisfactory sort of memorial. It is clear that 
the reverend editor has assembled all the unfinished fragments left by Captain 
de Reinach and has sought to fill the gaps where the manuscript had not de- 
veloped the theme in full. This he has done for the most part by the insertion 
of somewhat extensive extracts from the work of others, his dependence being 
largely upon the work of Colonel Tournier, the reports of recent governors and 
other volumes most readily accessible to the student of the affairs of Indo-China. 
The result of this method is to present the appearance of patchwork. The title, 
that is to say the proper nomenclature of the people, involves a controversy. 
The French, following the usage of the neighbor people, give it as Laos. In 
Mrs. - Milne's work on the Shan the Rev. Mr. Cochrane is positive in its de- 
termination as Lao; it appears that to this determination he is led by the 
assumption that s-terminal in Laos is the s-plural, a mechanism of grammar 
which is inapplicable to an uninfiected language. We recall upon the spot a 
wide variety of sound varying from a clear sibilant through various obscurities 
to its complete obliteration. In these southern tonal languages the pure sibilant 
tends toward frequent mutation to the aspirate, and such an aspiration when 
terminal after a vowel is not always recognizable by the European ear. Despite 
the positive statement of Mr. Cochrane, rendered at some little distance from 
the seat of the Laos, we incline to regard the French as the better authority 
and shall continue to employ the designation Laos. No matter what the gen- 
eral designation may be decided to be, the study of the Laos must engage with 
three distinct categories of population, the Thai, the Kha, and alien migrants 
from the limiting communities of China, Yunnan, Annam, Cambodia, Siam 
and Burma; these three elements form various areas of contamination surround- 
ing foci of Thai and Kha culture. Upon these elements Captain Reinach spent 
considerable and enlightening study which is manifest in his chapters on social 
life and manners and customs. He is equally full and satisfactory when deal- 
ing with matters of administration. 

Owing to the conditions of his employment in the colonial service the author 
is able to add little that is new in his study of the geography of the region. 
His duty held him in the second rank of progress, his was the task of following 
in the steps of exploration and of conquest, of consolidating the wild and estab- 
lishing the new civilization. But he has been able to present many definite 
determinations, valuable points to have settled in economic geography, the head 
of steam navigation in the rivers, the head of canoe navigation still farther 
within the interior, the terminus and the feasibility of the narrow trails which 
are the best the jungle affords by way of roads. Despite the defects of the 
manner of the completion of the work, it must stand as by far the best account 
of a state which will possess in the future still greater value to France as the 
years uncover its designs upon Siam, whose inner entrances Laos covers. 

William Churchill. 

Seistan. A Memoir on the History, Topography, Ruins, and People of the 
Country. In four parts. By G. P. Tate. Parts I to HI. 271 pp. Maps, ills. 
Superintendent Government Printing, India. Ca'cutta, 1910. £1. F2s. 12x10, 
This is a memoir on the history, topography, rivers and people of the region. 
The information was chiefly gathered during the sojourn of a boundary commis- 
sion. The volume includes the treatment of the first three of the above named 
topics. It is written without perspective. The history so-called is so dreary a 
succession of trivial records, that it can be useful only as a source for scholars. 
Even these, it would seem, might derive advantage from a clear and summary 
picture of the larger meaning and progress of human events in that obscure part 
of the world. 

The same criticism is painfully true of the chapters on the "Topography of 
Seistan." They commit the unpardonable sin of being, except for one district, 
without maps. There is nothing to show the relation of localities to each other, 
or of the whole to its environing territory. The keenest reader, who has not 
studied the geography elsewhere, is helpless in trying to picture the country. We 
are told, for example, that the "Khash River emerges from the hills at a place 
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called Dilaram." No doubt the Khash River is an interesting stream, and we 
might like to be told what kind of a valley it has, what its volume is, and its 
direction of flow, where the hills are, and their character. So far as we are 
concerned, it might as well be in the Sahara. So we are led from one inconse- 
quential detail to another, and at the end of a paragraph, at the end of weary 
pages, we wonder if anything in that part of the world has a place or a meaning. 

It is interesting to read that Seistan has suffered progressive dessication, but 
we wonder how this is arrived at by a "mental survey of the country." True it 
is affirmed that there are old beaches and deltas, but again there is no coherent 
account of the evidence, and not a single photograph, though the party made 
good pictures of some kinds of things. Two maps, following page 177, do illus- 
trate the delta of the Helmand, but as a whole the account emphasizes that rarity 
of good geographic description on which Professor Davis has laid much emphasis. 
It is without method and conveys no adequate idea of the region, of its features, 
or of the principles illustrated in its physical history. A large number of full- 
page plates give effective reproductions of ancient human structures. 

We have rarely seen a volume in which one could read so much and get so 
little. There are many facts, as there are many grains in an acre of Seistan 
sand. As to relative dryness no conclusion is here urged. The plan proposed in 
the preface to record information rather than aim at literary effect, is fully real- 
ized. A. P. Brigham. 

AUSTRALASIA AND OCEANIA 

Reisen in Kaiser-Wilhelmsland (Neuguinea). Von Dr. Otto Schlagin- 
haufen. 19 pp. Map, ills. Abhandl. und Berichte des Kgl. Zool. und 
Anthrop.-Ethnogr. Museums zu D.esden, Vol. XIII, 1910, No. 1. B. G. 
Teubner, Leipzig, 1910. Mk. 6.50. 12"^ x \o l / 2 . 

When the German New Guinea Company made its start as a political bal- 
ance weight to the British North Borneo Chartered Company there was immedi- 
ate prospect of the exploration, even if not the commercial exploitation, of the 
northern slopes of the great and little-known island. But when that company 
surrendered its plans to an imperial protectorate the interest slackened and for 
several years no activity of discovery was manifest. Now that the colony has 
been associated with the earlier and better founded settlement of the Bismarck 
Archipelago there has been a considerable revival of interest. In this pam- 
phlet Dr. Schlaginhaufen presents the cursory record of two inland trips which 
in 1909 he accomplished into the unknown inner land of New Guinea. One was 
the exploration, to a distance of more than a degree of latitude, of the lower 
course of the Kaiserin Augusta river, which debouches a few miles north of 4° S. 
The other was a mountain climb across the mass of the Torricelli Mountains 
and a visit to the inland communities of Apur and Akur. Every such report, 
brief though it be, is of inestimable value in adding to our knowledge of this 
least-known of the great islands of the world. William Churchill. 

EUROPE 
Diinenbuch. Werden und Wandern der Dl'inen, Pflanzen- und Tieileben auf 
den Diinen, Diirienbau. Bearbeitet von F. Solger, P. Graebner. J. Thienemann, 
P. Speiser und F. W. O. Schulze. viii and 404 pp. Ills. Ferdinand Enke, 
Stuttgart, 1910. Mk. 10. 9x6. 

A description and study of sand dunes on the German coasts. The geo- 
logical part was written by Professor Solger, the botanical by Professor Graeb- 
ner, the zoological by Dr. Thienemann, the entomological by Dr. Speiser, and 
the technical by Professor Schulze. 

Professor Solger distinguishes three types of dunes which correspond each 
to a certain type of shallow coast. On bluff coasts no dunes are formed be- 
cause the land, being continuously eaten away by the waves, leaves no place 
for the sands to collect. The shallow coast in process of advancement is the 
typical dune coast. It has a sand beach with a wooded or shrubby hinterland 
back of it. The sand blowing inland from the beach gathers along the out- 



